Continuing the Conversation on the State Board’s Vision of Public Education in North Carolina:  A Great Public Education System for a Great State
Part I:  Developing a Vision

3 questions:
What is the purpose of public education?

What is public about public education?

What  is the connection between liberty and public education?

3 charts

Chart 1:  Was designed around the common good.  (can relate back to purpose and what is public – free, accessible, same standards, etc.

Problems:  too rigid – didn’t serve all kids well.

Chart 2:  Choice model.

In part by those who were frustrated with the first model and valued the liberty to choose over the system.

Also by those who simply don’t share the values of the common good and only seek private interests.

Problems with it:  doesn’t address the purpose of public education or what is public about public education.  Cripples the system, etc.

Chart 3: Flexible and Cohesive system
Goal is to blend liberty and good of the whole.
– to recognize that both of these deeply held values deserve a place in the system.

The third chart is asking questions of connections.  
While we may have more delivery options we make sure that public education has those critical elements of ensuring access, transparency of decision-making (governance issues), and accountability.  
Need to think about all students

1.6 Million school-aged children in NC


86.7%  -LEAs


2.7%   - Public Charter Schools


5.8%  - Private Schools


4.8% -  Home Schools

Need to recognize mobility of students as parents make choices

20% of Home schools operate for less than 1 year; less than half operate for more than 5 years
More choices:  magnet schools, cooperative and innovative, online learning, charter schools, regional schools, private schools, home schools

Part II:  Elements of the Vision

How does the State Board vision relate to the responses to the 3 questions?

What are phrases/elements that resonate with you?

How does it relate to your interests/work in public education?

What do you see in the vision that relates to the “common good”?

What do you see in the vision that relates to liberty interests of individuals?
How is the vision of a flexible and coherent system different from typical concepts of a system?  

What values in the vision of a flexible and coherent system seem to be consistent with earlier concepts of a system?

Part III:  From Conversation to Action
How should vision drive the work of the State Board of Education?


Budget


Charter School Policies


NCVPS


Connections to Private Schools/Home Schools


Legislative agenda


Digital Learning


Ensuring that the LEAs have the necessary infrastructure to serve as the hub


Asking questions of connection?

Who else needs to be thinking about this vision?

How could it affect the work of other groups?

How could it shift discussions at the local level?  The state level?

What can you do to encourage this conversation?

If we don’t create a “10-point plan” – how does this happen?

How will we know if we’re successful in implementing the vision?  What will public education look like?
