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From the Board Room - November Edition

NOVEMBER 2015

 
The State Board of Education is comprised of the State Treasurer, the Lieutenant Governor and 11 citizens appointed by the
Governor. This newsletter highlights the Board’s activities on behalf of the 1.5 million public school students in our state and
the more than 100,000 educators who provide services to children. You may view all State Board of Education member and
advisor information online. To access current and archived versions of From the Boardroom, visit the State Board of
Education’s website.

School Calendar Waivers Approved
 
The Board approved 2016-2017 school district calendar waiver requests for eligible school districts that
wanted relief from the legally required school calendar rules for students. Districts receiving waivers are
Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Madison, Mitchell, Swain, Watauga, Yadkin and
Yancey counties.
 
Effective July 1, 2013, the opening date for students is not allowed to be before the Monday closest to
Aug. 26, and the closing date is not allowed to be after the Friday closest to June 11.
 
Districts that have missed more than eight instructional days in any four of the prior 10 years are eligible
for waivers of the law, allowing them to begin school for students earlier.

State Board Recognizes First Global-Ready School
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Piedmont Middle School (Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools) was
designated as North Carolina’s first Global-Ready School by the
State Board of Education. Piedmont Middle attained the "Prepared"
level of achievement in the Global Schools initiative.
 
Schools can receive the Global-Ready School Designation for
attaining the Prepared or Model level of achievement on the

Board's criteria and meeting student achievement goals. Schools that are engaged in implementing
global education strategies toward designation also can receive an Acknowledgement and become part
of the state networking around this initiative.
 
In September 2011, the North Carolina State Board of Education formed a Task Force on Global
Education to assess the state's effort to produce globally competitive graduates ready to live, work and
contribute in an interconnected world. The work of this group resulted in the creation of criteria and a
process for the Global-Ready Schools and Districts Designation.
 
For more information about NC’s Global Education initiative, please visit the NC Global Education
website.

Seven STEM Schools of
Distinction Honored
 
The State Board recognized seven public schools earlier this month
for exemplary leadership and instruction in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education. These schools
were the second set of schools to be recognized under the NCDPI’s
STEM Recognition Program and were honored at the “Prepared” or
“Model” levels of achievement. Regardless of the status, all of the
schools exemplify outstanding leadership and learning, which empower keen creative thinking,
reasoning and teamwork.
 
Three schools met the “Prepared” Level of Achievement:

James Kenan Jr. Sr. High School, Duplin County  Schools
Riverside Middle School, Martin County Schools
East Cary Middle School, Wake County Schools

Four schools met the “Model” Level of Achievement:

Greene Central High School, Greene County Schools
Wake STEM Early College High School, Wake County Schools
Brentwood Magnet Elementary School of Engineering, Wake County Schools
Atkins Academic and Technology High School, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools

For more information on the NCDPI STEM Recognition Program, please visit NCDPI’s STEM web page.
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Healthful Living Standards to Address Human Trafficking
 
In response to Senate Bill 279 that was approved this year, the Standard Course of Study for middle
school healthful living standards now includes sex trafficking prevention and awareness in the standards
addressing interpersonal communication and relationships, specifically in the area of applying strategies
that develop and maintain reproductive and sexual health.
 
Materials used in this instruction should be age-appropriate and may include perspectives from law
enforcement agencies, criminal justice agencies and nongovernmental organizations with expertise in
sex trafficking prevention and awareness. 

Wish You Could Attend Board Meetings?
 
Even if you are unable to come to Raleigh for the monthly State Board of Education meetings, you can
listen to the meetings by using the online audio link.
 
In addition, all Board agenda items and background materials are posted on the SBE Meeting webpage
a few days prior to the Board meeting.

SBE Highlights: A checklist of Board actions is posted every month at the conclusion of the meeting. The State Board of
Education’s next meeting will be held Dec. 2-3 in the 7th Floor Board Room, Education Building, 301 N. Wilmington Street,
Raleigh, NC.
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