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The State Board of Education s charged with supervising and administering "the free public school
gystem and the educational funds provided for its support.”
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FMotes on the atate boand of educaton. ..

March 31-April 1, 2004

Special Note: To review background materials on each item, please go to

/sbe _meetings/0404 sbagenda.html Click on the appropriate agenda category,
High Student Performance (HSP); Quality Teachers, Administrators and Staff (QP);
Effective and Efficient Operations (EEO); Healthy Students in Safe, Orderly and
Caring Schools (SS); or Strong Family, Community and Business Support (FCB).

Congressional Delegation Meeting - March 31

This month marked an historical event for North Carolina as members of the State
Board of Education traveled to Washington, D.C., to meet with North Carolinae
Congressional representatives to discuss the state's concerns about the
implementation of No Child Left Behind. Members also had the opportunity to
discuss their concerns with Congressman John Boehner, Chairman of the House
Education and the Workforce Committee and one of the key authors of NCLB, and
other top officials with the U.S. Department of Education. The discussions were
productive and have set the stage to pursue further dialog, particularly about the
growth component of North Carolina's accountability model. The Board was invited
to follow-up with specific recommendations that could be considered. Key
elements of North Carolina’s position on various issues regarding No Child Left
Behind are available for review at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nclb/ under

Items of Interest.

Action Agenda
The following items received approval this month.

. Review and Adoption of Policies and Procedures as Required by Session
Law 2003-277, Senate Bill 656 (Innovative Education Initiatives Act) (HSP
1) «The Board approved a report to the General Assembly regarding the
results of a State Board of Education policy and procedures review and the
results of a survey of local education agencies policies and procedures. The
policies and procedures reviewed were related to rigorous academic
standards, testing requirements and graduation requirements, as well as
dropout prevention. Generally, the review revealed a comprehensive
collection of policies addressing rigorous academics as well as policies that
encourage students to remain in school until graduation. The Board
established an Ad Hoc Committee to address issues surrounding academic
rigor and to develop a policy on this issue. The committee will be chaired
by SBE member Kathy Taft. Other board members who will participate on
the committee are Jane Norwood, Edgar Murphy, Maria Palmer, Michelle
Howard-Vital and Board Advisor Neil Pederson.

. Recommendation from the Compliance Commission Regarding «ost
Improved=ABCs Categories (HSP 2) «The Board defeated a motion to
accept the Compliance Commission recommendation to eliminate the
categories and instead directed staff to further study the two categories
and to make recommendations as to how the desighations might be
changed to make the categories more meaningful. In addition, the Board
asked that the proposal also address the criteria for the designation and
suggestions for communicating what the category means.

. Report on Review of Praxis Testing Requirements (QP 1) «The 2003 Budget
bill directed the State Board to review requirements for initial certification
as a teachers to determine whether the prescribed minimum scores on the
Praxis examinations are appropriate to demonstrate an applicante
academic and professional preparation for teaching. This report was
completed and approved this month after discussion in March.

. Recommendations of Charter Schools to Become Alternative Charter
Schools (EEO 2) =Nine charter schools received designation as Alternative
Charter Schools this month. These schools had applied for this designation
because they met the criteria previously set by the State Board of
Education for this new school designation. The criteria include certain grade
limitations, a review of the schoole performance composite, a requirement
that 75 percent of the students meet certain at-risk standards and a limit
of three years before the school would be reviewed again for compliance to
these standards. The Alternative Charter Schools are Crossroads, John H.
Baker, Provisions Academy, Grandfather Academy, Laurinburg Charter,
Laurinburg Homework, Lakeside Charter, Kennedy Charter, and Crossnore
Academy.

Action on First Reading

. Approval of Federal Grants (EEO 3) «The Board approved the distribution of
the following federal grants: NCLB Enhancing Education through
Technology Grant Awards ?ACT Model Schools Grant Awards, Reading First
Grant Awards, Dissemination Grant Award for Clover Garden Charter
School, Supplemental Allotment of Federal Public Charter School Program
Grant Dissemination Funds to Eligible Charter Schools, and Supplemental
Allotment of Federal Public Charter School Program Implementation Funds
to Eligible Charter Schools. The Board members did have discussion about
the fact that all of the eligible schools and districts did not apply for funding
under the Reading First grant.

. Council on Educational Services for Exceptional Children (EEO 4) <An
appointment was approved for the Council on Educational Services for
Exceptional Children. Sonja Brown, a parent of a child with a disability, was
appointed to fill a vacant unexpired position caused by a member
resignation. The term of the office for the unexpired position ends on June
30, 2006.

. Request by New Century Charter School to Relocate to Alamance County
from Orange County (EEO 5) This request was approved to enable New
Century Charter School to move into a larger facility. The school serves
students from seven districts in the current location, and the move will not
disrupt that service.

Discussion Items

Report on the Expenditure of Funds Allocated to Provide Assistance to the Statee
Low-Performing Local Administrative Units (LEAs) and to Assist Schools in Meeting
Adequate Yearly Progress as Required by NCLB (HSP 3) = According to
recommendations in the report to the General Assembly, the LEA Assistance
Program (LEAAP) should be continued because some systems have limited
resources and capacity to assist their own schools, and funding for these efforts
should be increased so that services can be provided to local education agencies
identified as needing these services. This report detailed how funds are allocated
to provide assistance to the statee low-performing local administrative agencies
and to assist schools in meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as required by
NCLB, and was required by House Bill 397. HB 397 also set forth $500,000 for
fiscal year 2003-04 to provide this LEA assistance. The report noted the criteria for
selecting the LEAs and schools receiving assistance, as well as measurable goals
and objectives for the program. Under the LEA assistance program, there are
three levels of services offered to LEAs: Level | Guided Assistance - requires a
majority (50 percent or more) of the schools not making AYP are Title | schools
(voluntary otherwise); Level Il Collaborative Assistance ?igned for LEAs having 50-
74 percent of their schools not making AYP, and that place in the second tier of 10
when ranked according to their performance in the ABCs of Public Education; and
Level 11l Consultative Assistance ?ers services to LEAs that did not make AYP and
have less than 50 percent of their schools not making AYP but have the internal
capacity to address specific needs.
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